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The record must show the authority for the special judge's selection, ! such as a certificate of assignment,” and the reasons for 
the judge's substitution must be stated on the record.° The order of assignment only needs to be promptly filed with the court 
and the judge, and a copy need not be sent to the parties; although some authority holds that all parties should be informed 


of the appointment of special judges and judges pro tem.’ 


The failure to file the designation on the minutes of the court prior to the commencement of the proceedings does not void 
the proceedings. An order nunc pro tunc can satisfy the statutory requirements of prompt filing of the order with the court 
and judge.” The absence in the record of an order assigning a visiting judge will not render the judge unauthorized to hear the 


proceeding, where the order is in a supplemental record and valid in all respects.® A county judge was otherwise qualified and 
acting under the color of authority such that the judge's pretrial actions when presiding over a felony trial in the district court 
were valid despite the record's lack of a prior written appointment order, where the chief judge was authorized to appoint the 
county judge to serve as a district judge in the same district, the county judge had been licensed to practice law in the state for 
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over 30 years and had been a county judge for five years before serving as an acting district judge, and the lack of an appointment 


order was a mere irregularity in the record corrected by a subsequent nunc pro tunc order.” 


Even where a substitute judge's unobjected-to appointment is held legally valid and binding despite the lack of a journalized 


entry of a formal appointment in the record, the better practice is to include such entry in the record. 19 


Caution: 


As appellate courts do not take judicial notice of the appointment and term ofa judge pro tem, a party relying on the appointment ofa 
il 


judge pro tem should offer in evidence certified copies of the orders and entries pertaining to the appointment of the judge pro tem.! 
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